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The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services Volunteer Lake Assessment
Program (VLAP) is a collaborative effort that depends on the cooperation of many people. The
continued help and support of these individuals and groups has contributed to the increased
popularity of VLAP during its 29-year history.

The VLAP Coordinator extends their greatest thanks to each devoted volunteer monitor for
spending countless hours sampling, and identifying potential watershed pollution. The wealth of
water quality information collected by volunteers is overwhelming and the data is instrumental
to the Environmental Protection Agency and the NHDES to commit resources to the production
of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) and watershed management planning that help protect
our beautiful lakes. We also thank the volunteers for their continued support and enthusiasm
for the program.

The VLAP Coordinator also extends a well deserved thank you to the following DES staff:

> Biology Section Interns Meghan Stanton, Hannah Johnson, Tom Swenson, Kyle Duclos,
Tanya Robidoux, Asenath Brooks, Amanda Bridge, Andrea Hansen, and Melany
Cheesman for conducting annual biologist visits, analyzing samples in the laboratory,
and data management.

» Scott Ashley, DES Biologist and Quality Assurance and Control Officer and Tom Swenson,
Biology Section Intern, for chlorophyll-a analysis.

» Scott Ashley, DES Biologist and Quality Assurance and Control Officer, for data
management and satellite laboratory oversight.

> Melanie Titus, DES Watershed Management Bureau, for data management and
database support.

» DHHS Water Analysis Laboratory staff, who handled a constant influx of total
phosphorus and E. coli samples from VLAP, yet continued to deliver results quickly to
volunteers.

The VLAP Coordinator also recognizes the staff and interns of the Lake Sunapee Protective
Association (LSPA) and Colby-Sawyer College (CSC) Satellite Laboratory in New London for
supporting VLAP and Beach monitoring efforts in the Lake Sunapee region. The CSC-LSPA
Satellite Laboratory, under the management of Bonnie Lewis, continued to distribute equipment
to volunteer monitors and process samples in an extremely professional and timely manner.

The VLAP Coordinator also recognizes Plymouth State University’s (PSU) Center for the
Environment for supporting VLAP and VRAP monitoring efforts in the North Country and Lakes
Region by providing a location for equipment pick up and sample drop off during the 2014
season.
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